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  The starting point for this “IN-DRAG” session is the 
Model King re-pop of the L.A. Dart Wheelstander. The kit 
(from my distorted point of view) is very basic, lacking 
almost any detail in all areas of the kit. Some people think 
because a kit is re-released is must be improved from the 
original. Think again…it’s the same old mold, and in most 
cases it’s worse than the original. 
  I began this build by opening the box and sh-t canning 
everything except the body, belly pan, and the interior tub. 
The remaining parts are not even worthy of the parts box. In 
order to improve this model, I began with the basic chassis. 
A new rear end was fabricated using Evergreen rod and a 
funny car rear end, followed by ladder bars, wheelie bars, 
drive shaft shield, scratch-built drive shafts, and a detailed 
front end. By spending ample time on the chassis I feel it 
adds realism to a very basic platform, and a great base to 
build the remainder of the model. 
  Next, to the rear mounted engine; began with a parts-box 
engine block, “tranny” (pardon the expression) and scratch-
built motor mounts to accommodate the much larger block. 
(during the engine building process the body MUST be test 
fit numerous times, especially when scratch-building the 
headers). I chose a 16 plug set-up, so I picked a pair of 8 
plug valve covers and painted them wrinkle finish black to 
contrast the Hemi Orange block. Next…the usual 
suspects…scratch-built manifold, upper and lower fuel 
blocks and lines, blower with explosion blanket, detailed 
injector hat, pulleys, belt, fuel pump and fuel lines-all 
mounted backwards. Dual distributors with ignition boxes 
fully wired. Headers are fabricated from aluminum tubing 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and epoxy. The body was then altered to allow header 
clearance. 
  The interior was spruced up with the addition of a scratch-
built roll bar, 5-point racing harness, machined side panels, 
parts box seat, aluminum fuel tank, fire bottles and a battery. 
The dash has been detailed with an added tach. 

 
  Now, on to the body - the front and rear pan’s are molded 
on, sanded, primed and ready for paint. AHHH - Paint!   
  What you’re looking at above is the third attempt to paint 
this body. The first two paint jobs fell well short of my 
expectations and were stripped. I finally laid down a smooth 
finish of Black Gold Bittersweet Pearl, added some much 
altered graphics, cleared and polished. I then added a grille 
made from two parts box aluminum pieces and dual 
parachutes. The front wheels are Bob Dudek items mounted 
on small tires. Rotors, calipers and brake lines round out the 
front end. The rear tires are American Satco mounted on 
MAS rims with simulated lugs and valve stems. Rotors, 
calipers and brake lines…of course. 
  So, to wrap it up…I feel very satisfied with the build. Sort 
of made a “silk purse out of a sow’s ear”… kinda like my 
make-up job…what do ya think? See you again soon at the 
“DRAG” strip. 
  P.S. Doctor “IN-DRAG” will be making guest appearances 
from time to time. Perhaps my next project will be a 
“TRANS”-AM. 
 

  Hey guys! Please check out our newly 
redesigned club web-site. I’ve tried to make it more pleasing 
to the eye and better organized…and easier to keep updated. 
Any suggestions on content and format are appreciated and 
content submissions are encouraged…thanks, Paul A 
 

                           
 

  Since Dr. Drag no longer 
has pen in hand… 
…Doctor “IN-DRAG” will 
be in the house from time 
to time telling you how to 
“TRANS-FORM” a basic 
model into a fire-breathing 
drag racer. 
(Editor’s note: this is NOT 
a computer altered photo!) 

By Club President 
Del Paone 

www.classicplastic.org 
by Paul Anagnostopoulos 

DOCTOR “IN -DRAG”  
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  Welcome to another thrilling episode of Rantin’, Ravin’ 
and Rappin’. I can’t believe that it is time for another 
newsletter already and more unbelievable still is that our 
show is just around the corner. Time sure does fly and the 
older you get the faster it seems to go. One thing I do know 
is that “Time flies like an arrow, but fruit flies like a 
banana”. 
  Okay, enough seriousness now, let’s get down to some 
“rappin”. If any of you have read my last two dissertations 
in the newsletters then you know I’ve detailed how I go 
about painting and polishing the bodies of my model 
projects. Another and (lucky for you) final way to improve 
the looks and realism of your project is to do the “chrome” 
trim using a product called Bare Metal Foil. Most modelers 
I know cringe at the thought of using this stuff, but while it 
is tedious, it’s not really that hard and the results are well 
worth it.  
  Once again, since many of the models I build don’t have a 
lot of “chrome trim” on them, I don’t profess to be the best 
in the club at this task, in fact both Dwayne and Eddie are 
better, but since they haven’t written an article about it, I 
guess I will. The first thing to do is make sure you are 
starting with a “good” sheet of foil. Check to see if the sheet 
you have is free of wrinkles because you cannot tear off a 
large enough piece if there are wrinkles present. When 
buying the foil from a hobby store it is advisable to ask them 
to open the package before you buy, because a wrinkled 
sheet is almost useless. Your main foiling jobs will be the 
windshield, rear, vent and side window moldings and any 
“chrome” trim pieces found on the body of the vehicle. You 
will need a few “tools” to make the job easier and these 
consist of a couple of X-acto knives with fresh #11 blades 
(one to cut the foil from the sheet with and the other to trim 
the excess foil on the body), a couple of flat toothpicks, An 
old paintbrush handle with the end “rounded”, a few Q-tips, 
an old piece of flannel polishing cloth and some inexpensive 
tissues. I vigorously rub the finished foil with the piece of 
old flannel polishing cloth just to enhance the shine and 
further “set” the foil. Some modelers like to do their foiling 
using one large piece but I find too large a piece hard to 
work with so I’m going to explain this using the method that 
“works” for me. 
  Start by cutting a piece of foil a bit larger (wider and 
longer) than the trim to be covered. For body-length side 
trim I do the front fender as one piece, the door and then the 
rear quarter, using the door lines as my trimming point. 
When you cut the foil from the backing paper don’t cut 
through the backing. You only need the slightest amount of 
pressure because the foil is very, very (about .001” thick) 
thin. Gently peel the foil from the backing using the tip of 
the knife to lift the edge and remove the piece with 
tweezers. Lay the foil over the area to be “chromed” and 

gently press it down with your fingers or a Q-tip. Take the 
flat toothpick and run it gently down each side of the 
“chrome strip” but be careful not to press too hard because 
you can easily tear the foil and then you have to start over. If 
a crevice is present (I make one with a panel scriber or the 
back of a #11 X-acto blade during body prep) gently push 
the foil into the crevice using the edge of the flat toothpick.  
  Remember you don’t have to burnish, or “set” the foil 
around the strip being foiled, only to its edges because you 
want to easily remove the excess. Once the foil is burnished, 
trim along the edges with a sharp (new) X-acto blade and all 
the way around the strip. Again use very little pressure (just 
the weight of the knife is probably enough) to cut through 
the foil. Once it is trimmed lift the edge of the excess with 
the flat edge of the toothpick and lift off the excess with a 
pair of tweezers. Lift the excess slowly just in case you 
haven’t trimmed the piece completely. If not the lay it down 
again if possible and finish the trimming and repeat the 
removal process for the excess. Don’t try to lift the excess 
foil with the tip of the X-acto knife because no matter how 
careful you try to be you WILL mar the paint. Use a wood 
toothpick (the flat kind if possible) with a sharp chisel point.  
  Continue with the rest of the trim on the body in the same 
manner. I trim around the windows with strips of foil while 
some people cut a large piece and cover the whole window 
frame at once for that “one piece” look. As I mentioned 
above, I find it harder this way but you can try both ways 
and see what works best for you. If you are doing a small 
piece such as a door lock or an emblem and you are having 
trouble getting the foil to stick you can use an adhesive 
product by Microscale called Micro Metal Foil Adhesive. It 
can be found at well stocked hobby shops like Model 
Emporium and Spare Time Shop. Just apply a small amount 
with a small brush, a toothpick or one of those disposable 
little micro brushes and wait for a minute or two and place 
the foil over the adhesive and proceed to burnish and trim as 
above. After the piece is trimmed I buff it with a clean 
tissue. Use the cheap store brand and not the more 
expensive stuff with the lotion built in. You are trying to 
buff the foil to a shine, not “soften” your hands. After I have 
foiled all the “chrome trim” on the model I wax it with The 
Treatment wax directly over the foil. You will notice a 
Black residue on your polishing cloth but so far I haven’t 
had any ill effects waxing over the foil. 
  That completes my little seminar on how I go about 
applying Bare Metal foil to my models. Even though it can 
be a tedious process it’s not as hard or complicated as it 
sounds. However, like most processes in modeling it does 
get better with practice. Take an old body that you have 
lying around and give it a try. You won’t have much to lose 
and you’ll gain a great deal in the final appearance of your 
finished projects. 
  As always if you have any questions you can catch me at a 
meeting, call me (1-978-939-8524) or E-mail me 
(faddenbarry@yahoo.com) any time. 
Mr. Prestigious 
P.S.----------- I think Yahoo is very appropriate, don’t you?  

Rantin’ Ravin’ and Rappin’ 
with Mr. Prestigious 
by Barry Fadden 
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 Hi guys… thanks for swinging by my place 
last August 9th…hope you had a great time, I did! You guys 
didn’t know it at the time but I had my collar-cam working full 
time…too bad none of you guys wore a skirt, I could’ve made 
a bundle selling my pix on the internet! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Club Cookout 2009 
by Benny Paone 

 

Club members 
wish to offer 

many thanks to 
Del and Debby 
for holding the 
club cookout at 

their house again 
this year! 
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July 2009:  We had 16 members attend the meeting. 
Club Business discussed at this meeting: 

·  Contest 2009 Trophy package sponsorship money is 
due and people still owe…c’mon guys pay-up! 

·  Due to personal business Del Paone requested we 
change the club cookout from 8/2 to 8/9 – all members 
agreed that was fine. 

·  We discussed what we had remaining for vendor 
aftermarket parts for sale at our show – Do we need to 
buy more or do we have enough? We decided we have 
enough for this year. 

·  We discussed what date would be best for the 2010 
show and decided on Sunday September 19, 2010 

·  Dana Benoit (in place of Dwayne) offered to hold the 
‘week-after’ meeting at his house on Friday, July 18th 
at 6pm 

Raffle: 
Darrell Hughes – ’95 Chevy Blazer 
Ed Arrajj – Impala SS 
Paul Yergeau – ’69 Mustang 

Show-N-Tell: 
John Davison – 1/43 scale AMT ’48 Ford painted 
Duplicolor Camel Tan with a Testors Cream interior and 
sporting die-cast wheels 
 

August 2009:  We had 18 members attend the cookout. 
See Benny Paone’s article in this newsletter. Many 
thanks from club members to Del and Debbie for their 
hospitality again this year. 
 

September 2009:  We had 13 members attend the meeting. 
Club Business discussed at this meeting: 

·  Contest 2009: 
o Money – we’re on the brink financially and need 

to trim costs so we don’t have to dig into our 
own pockets to cover show costs. We discussed 
cost cutting methods, and decided on a few as 
discussed below, such as eliminating fourth 
place awards and judges favorite awards 

o Hall availability for set-up – Del to check with 
manager of Elks Hall to verify  

o PR releases have been sent out by Cynthia 
Anagnostopoulos (many thanks Cynthia!) 

·  Contest 2010: 
o Date of Sunday, September 19, 2010 has been 

confirmed…mark you calendar now! 
o Eliminated 4th place and Judges Choice awards 

to offset rising costs 
o We will seek more trophy package sponsors 

from local businesses rather than from club 
members 

o Advertise in advance to attract more vendors 

·  Financial issues: We proposed and discussed several 
methods of reducing the financial load of our contest. 
All will be discussed again after our show and a final 
decision will be reached at the January 2010 meeting 

o Eliminate paying for contest photography 
services – volunteerism should be used 

o Elimination of 4th place/Judges Choice awards 
o Reduce quantity of tables rented to only what 

we use (i.e. none left in truck during show) 
o Increase price of vendor table rental from $20 to 

$30 for those rented after August 1, 2010 
o Eliminate or reduce the club donation to the 

International Model Builders Museum 
o Eliminate or reduce the club donation to the 

Toys for Tots program (replace with member 
donated toys in lieu of club funded donations) 

o Increase club membership dues from $20 to $35 
per year 

o Switch our show to NNL format saving on our 
biggest expense - trophies 

·  Paul A gave a short description of our recently 
updated web-site. Members that have seen the new site 
complimented Paul on how much better it looks and 
thanked him for his efforts. Paul requested that all 
members provide feedback about content and submit 
items for inclusion (pictures, links, etc.) 

·  We took some time and checked the Contest 2009 
award nameplates for correctness…all were fine 

Raffle:  
Art Paquin – ’53 Corvette 
Del Paone – High Roller Custom Chopper 
Joe Freitas – Ford 427 SOHC engine 

Show-N-Tell: 
Paul Alphabet – Revell ’69 Chevy Nova built box stock with 
a Tamiya Mica Red finish that’s been slightly weathered 
Joe Freitas – a static display of US Missiles and a yet-to-be-
built DC3 converted to a Normandy invasion C47 model 
Del Paone – ’67 Chevelle Street machine (in-process), big-
block Semi-Hemi engine, super detailed chassis, Cinnamon 
Pearl finish…working on finishing engine and hood 
Barry Fadden – AMT ’49 Ford built box stock for club 
project…finished in Boyd’s Roadstar Orange over Testors 
Lacquer system “Go Mango” 
 

Show-N-Tell photos from the past three meetings 
 

 
(photos continued on page 5) 

Meeting Minutes 
July 09 thru September 09 
by Club Secretary Ron Tremblay 
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  Guys, great news! During my trip to the Mid Atlantic NNL 
in Towson Maryland I heard a rumor that Machined 
Aluminum Specialties had gone back into business again so 
I wrote to them to see if there was any truth to the rumor. 
Well sure enough I recently received a letter from Mark 
Smakal of Machined Aluminum Specialties confirming that 
they are back. Mark informs me that Terry Kinnear has 
taken over most of the production and shipping aspects of 
MAS as Mark does not have the time to support that end of 
the business. Mark mentioned that the web-site is up and 
running and asks that we check it out…so surf over to… 

www.mas-parts.com 
…and check out what is available.  
  Remember to support the hobby by buying from after-
market suppliers as well as from local sources. The more 
vendors we keep in business the greater variety of parts and 
kits we will have available to us…a benefit to us all. 
Buona Fortuna…D 
 
  

Machined Aluminum Specialties 
…is back in business! 
by Del Paone  
   

For those members attending our monthly meetings, please 
try to bring a sealed kit to donate to the club collection. 
Every kit will help defray the cost of our contest. Thanks 
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I would like to thank Del Paone, Barry Fadden, 
Paul Anagnostopoulos, Ron Tremblay, Dave Perkins and 
Bud Paquin for their inputs and efforts that make this 
newsletter issue possible. 
  I think almost everyone agrees with me that the most 
respected, well-read and prominent publication covering the 
modeling hobby is Scale Auto. To have a photo of your 
model in that magazine is, to most, the epitome of modeling 
success and garners immediate respect from your peers. To 
have a photo of your model published in the Scale Auto 
ContestCars annual is equally rewarding, recognizing your 
model as one of the top few entries at a modeling event and 
worthy of national notoriety. The Classic Plastic Model Club 
is lucky to have members represented in that lofty class of 
builders. I’d like to congratulate those club members whose 
building skills allowed them to be a part of the most 
respected modeling publication representing our hobby. By 
having a photo of your entry in Scale Auto ContestCars 2009 
you exhibit the world-class skills on par with anybody.  
  An equal measure of success and respect for a model club 
is to be represented in a Scale Auto publication. We at 
Classic Plastic were lucky enough to have our October 2008 
show included in the ContestCars 2009 issue. Think about it 
for a minute…this means we are considered a world-class 
organization holding a world-class event, recognized as such 
by a world-class publication…wow! So, I wish to thank 
Scale Auto magazine for publishing the fantastic three page 
spread about our show beginning on page 30 and bringing us 
world-class recognition. 
  Again, congratulations to the following club members for 
having photos of their model in the Scale Auto ContestCars 
2009 magazine: 

Page Club Member 
 30 Dana Benoit 
 32 Mike Freitas 
 33 Dwayne Benoit 
 74 Dana Benoit 
 75 Doug Bell 
 75 Barry Fadden 
 80 Ed Arrajj 
100 Del Paone 
102 John Davison 

  The deadline for submissions for the next newsletter is 
Saturday, November 21st, 2009 with a scheduled distribution 
date of Saturday, December 5th, 2009, which just happens to be 
our club Christmas Party.  
Art 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
(Membership discount listed in parentheses. Present your club membership card for 
the discount. If you know of any new hobby shop that may want to be placed on our 
list do the club a favor and sign them up, oh, and let Art know, too.) 
CENTERLINE HOBBIES (10%) 167 Corporate Road, 
Hyannis, MA 02601 (508) 771-1244 www.centerlinehobbies.com 
HARRY’S HOBBIES & COLLECTIBLES (20%) 250 E. Main 
St (Rte 495 Marketplace, behind Dunkin Donuts) Norton, MA 
02766 (508) 285-8080 www.mymummy.com 
HOBBY EMPORIUM (10%) 440 Middlesex Road, Tyngsboro, 
MA 01879 (978) 649-5055 Across from the Pheasant Lane Mall 
HOBBYTIME (10%) 317 Southbridge Street Auburn, MA 01501 
www.itshobbytime.com 508-832-0807 
HOBBYTOWN USA  1525 S, Willow St. Manchester NH 
(603) 622-4881 www.hobbytown.com 
HOBBYTOWN USA  522 Amherst St, Nashua NH 
(603) 459-4427 www.hobbytown.com 
LIGHTHOUSE HOBBIES , 18 Main St (Harbor Village 
Shopping Center) Townsend, MA 978-597-2600 
www.lighthousehobbies.com 
MnM HOBBIES, LLC,  (10%) 63 Hanson St, Rochester NH 
03867 (603-330-3200) mnmhobbies@metrocast.net 
RONANNE’S MINIATURES  (10%) 491 Central Avenue  
Dover, NH 03820 (603)749-0840 
SPARE TIME SHOP (20%) 224 E. Main Street 
Marlboro, MA (508) 481-5786 
THE HOBBY BUNKER 33 Exchange Street Malden MA 02148 
(781-321-8855) www.hobbybunker.com 
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COMING EVENTS  
Oct 3, 2009 – Sat. – Club meeting at Lowell VFW, 1 PM 
Oct 4, 2009 – Sun. – 2009 Classic Plastic Model Exhibition at 
the Lawrence Elks Hall, Lawrence MA 
Oct 18, 2009 – Sun. – GraniteCon XVII at the Nashua Elks 
Hall, 120 Daniel Webster Highway, Nashua NH 
Nov 1, 2009 – Sun. – BAYCON 2009 held at the K of C Hall, 
304 Highland Ave, South Attleboro, MA 
Nov 7, 2009 – Sat. – Club meeting at Lowell VFW, 1 PM 
Nov 14, 2009 – Sat. – LIARS Club Show in Freeport NY, a 
Road Warriors event; stay tuned at Club meetings for info  
Nov 21, 2009 – Sat. – Deadline for submissions to Newsletter  
Dec 5, 2009 – Sat. – Christmas party at Lowell VFW, 1 PM 
 

PREFERRED HOBBY SHOP DIRECTORY …from the Editor 
by Art Paquin 
 

Club T-Shirts Are Available 
We’ve have stock of brand-spanking new club T-shirts in Grape color 
with our logo in white over the left breast. Available sizes range from 
Medium through Triple-X in 50/50 poly cotton. All shirts are $10 each. 
Contact Art Paquin if you would like one (or more). They will be 
available for purchase at club meetings and events. 


